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On Nov. 28, Ernesto Weber, president of the state-run oil company Petrobras, told reporters that
Brazil plans to double its supply of natural gas via importing 280 million cubic feet per year from
Bolivia. The two governments have not yet agreed on a price. Weber said the company will be
studying routes for a 1,600 km. pipeline until the end of February, and an agreement should be
completed about 45 days later. The pipeline would supply Brazil's four southernmost states (Sao
Paulo, Rio Grande do Sul, Santa Catarina and Parana), and would begin operating in December
1994. At present, Brazil produces all the 300 million cubic feet of natural gas it consumes daily.
Much of it comes from offshore fields in the Campos Basin near Rio de Janeiro. Petrobras has also
discussed joint risk ventures with the Bolivian counterpart company, Yacimientos Petroliferos
Fiscales Bolivianos (YPFB), for oil and natural gas exploration and production beginning in 1992.
According to a report by the Agence France-Presse, Bolivia will also become the principal supplier
of natural gas and electricity to Minas Gerais and Sao Paulo states via a thermoelectric plant to be
constructed in the border city of Puerto Suarez. (Basic data from Agence France-Presse, 11/25/91,
11/28/91; Associated Press, 11/28/91)
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